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CITY OF CINCINNATI
Neighborhood Business District Improvement Program

2018-2019 FUNDING REQUEST APPLICATION

Each Neighborhood Business District may submit two project requests (one major and one minor or two
minor). Complete each section and provide written documentation to receive credit on scoring.

Project Title: Improvements to Twain Ave. Project Address: PD Box 33178, Cincinnati OH 45233

Neighborhood: Sayler Park Census Tract(s): 105, 106

Business ,Association: N/A Community Council: Sayler Park Village Council

Please Describe Project in One Sentence:

To create a customer friendly link between the NBD’s north and south boundaries by installing curbs and
improving the sidewalks along Twain Avenue, while also improving on-street parking for patrons.

Detailed Project Description:

Sayler Park’s Business District primarily falls along Gracely Dr., but also extends one block north on Twain
Ave. to encompass several long-standing and new businesses.

Twain Ave. is an unimproved street that suffers from very limited on-street parking, as well as narrow
sidewalks. 4ithough Twain physically acts as the eastern border to the Business District, it feels neglected and
uninviting to both visitors seeking parking and pedestrians.

A 2017-2018 NBDIP grant provided funds for survey work, proposed concepts and preliminary estimates from
DOTE. $30,000 was awarded, but only $10,000 has been spent to date, with $20,000 remaining to further the
project.

Limited parking has hindered business growth in the NBD for many years. Although the addition of some on-
street parking spaces in the West end of the district has been a boon for businesses there, parking remains a
big challenge for businesses in the East end. Currently, when parking spots on Gracely Dr. are full, customers
turn onto Twain in the hope of finding a spot but are only met by deep ruts on the side of the road, making it
difficult for many to safely exit their cars. The addition of curbs along these two blocks would guarantee 25
customer-friendly parking spots. Currently, only about five parking spots are easy for visitors to access.

Twain Ave. poses a big opportunity for our NBD to truly become the connected, vibrant heart of Sayler Park.
Beyond the borders of the Business District, Sayler Park is a walkable neighborhood that enjoys the shelter of
mature trees. Creating broader sidewalks on Twain that include tree wells will not only beautify these blocks
but will be a visual invitation for pedestrians to spend time in the Business District as part of their recreational
walking route.

The current condition of the street also creates a disconnect between the businesses on its northeast corner
and the rest of the Business District. For example, The Historic Parkland Theatre is Cincinnati’s oldest
functioning movie theater and was renovated with the help of City funds in 2008. Many showgoers visit the
theater and drive away without realizing their proximity to the other businesses our district has to offer.



These physical improvements will go a long way in creating a more aesthetically pleasing atmosphere for
merchants, shoppers and pedestrians along the eastern boundary of our business district. It will also achieve a
visual connectedness that is currently missing.

1. Type of Project: Major X or Minor

____

2. NBD Impact: Impact is limited to the specific project site or NBD. Identify the businesses physically,
contractually, or financially impacted and directly benefiting from this project. 14 (see
attachment)

Making the planned improvements to Twain Ave. will not only create much needed additional parking
for the businesses that border this street, but more importantly, will help the NBD achieve the same
welcoming walkability that the rest of the neighborhood boasts. Whether visitors arrive in the NBD by
car or on foot, the updates to Twain Ave. will encourage them to explore the district and visit more
businesses beyond their primary destination. The NBD is quite compact and, geographically, very
walkable. However, the poor condition of Twain Ave. creates barriers — both visual and physical — to
visitors discovering all the merchants, entertainment venues and service providers Sayler Park has to
offer. Making the needed changes will be a big turning point in returning the business district to its roots
as the active, vibrant heart of the neighborhood.

3. Job Impact: Job impact is limited to the specific project site or NBD. iJI jobs must be reported as full-
time equivalent (FTE). FTEs must provide a minimum of 2,080 hours per year or 40 hours per week.
See NBD Improvement Program Criteria for an explanation of retained or created jobs. Please provide
documentation/methodology to support these numbers.

# Jobs Retained 36 # Jobs Created 16

In most cases, business owners provided current FTE and projected FTE information. For those who
did not, the Hamilton County census methodology was used.

NOTE: Benefit to Low to Moderate Income Persons
Sayler Park includes the entirety of census tract 105, classified as SESII by the Social Areas of
Cincinnati 2073 Edition. The types of jobs created by growth in our NBD (primarily retail and service)
offer needed opportunities to these community members.

4. Businesses Assisted: Provide the names and addresses of businesses that will directly benefit from
the project and explain how these businesses will directly benefit. (Example — a streetscape vL4lI benefit
all businesses fronting on the improvements. Parking lots benefit businesses needing additional parking
in close proximity).

# Businesses Assisted 14 (see attachment)

5. Sources and Uses: Degree to which the project leverages private and other public funding.
Private leverage based on commitments through letters of support. List other public funds committed to
the project (federal, state, NSP).

Fund Source Private Public Amount Use of Funds

NBD Improvement Program

____

$ 402,590 Construction, design,
construction management
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2017 NBDIP Grant

____

X $ 20,000 Same as above

Total Budget $ 422,590

6. Attach complete budget, including cost estimates, source of estimates, and contractor’s bids.

7. What is the neighborhood contribution to this project (including committed volunteer hours)?

Business District Committee will work in cooperation with DOTE to complete the project. The Business
District Committee will also provide annual landscaping and clean-up to the tree wells installed in the
new sidewalk. Total volunteer hours to project completion is estimated at 100.

8. Does this project complete or continue a previously funded project? Yes X No

If yes, please specify the following:

a) Phased project (Project Name) Business District Parking Strategy Development

b) Cost over run

______

Explain:________________________________________________

9. Does your community have an approved plan? Yes

____

No X”
*plan is near completion

If yes, which goal or objective of the plan does this project implement?__________________

Is this project specified in the plan? Yes No____

10. Letter from:

a) Business sociation (Attached) X Confirming knowledge of project
Business District Committee X Supporting project

b) Community Council (Attached) X Confirming knowledge of project
X Supporting project

11. Attach a map of the project location.

12. Who is the Project Coordinator and Main Contact Person for this project?

Name: Ellen Gerard

Address: 6643 Home City Ave., Cincinnati OH 45233

Email: eggerardcgmail.com

Phone: 859-907-0421 Fax: N/A

List the names and email addresses of active committee members who will be implementing this
project.
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Name Email/Phone

Donna Holtm an donnaholtm an(gm au .com
David Pickerel dpickerel4subway.com
Tom Wells twellsawaywithqeese.com
Tom Maloney tmaloney7116qmail.com
Holly Maloney hollymaloney3(qmail.com

Attachments:

Detailed Budget
Letters of Acknowledgement (Village Council, Business District Corn m ittee)
Letters of Support (Village Council, Business District Committee, Business Owners from within the NBD)
Project location map / DOTE drawing
Benefit to businesses & FTE impact chart
Status of previous projects
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Detailed Budget
TWAIN AVE
BASE BID ITEMS

REF. ITEM EXTENDED

NO. NO. QTY. UNIT MATERIAL & SERVICE UNIT PRICE TOTAL*

1 109.05 1 1 Lump Sum Contingency $ 30,000.00 $ 30,000.00

2 201 1 Lump Sum Clearing & Grubbing $ 5,000.00 $ 5,000.00

3 201 2 Ea Tree Removed, 30” $ 1,500.00 $ 3,000.00

4 202 7130 Sq ft Walk Removed $ 2.00 $ 14,260.00

5 202 475 $qFt Driveway Removed $ 2.00 $ 950.00

6 202 190 Un Ft Curb Removed $ 10.00 $ 1,900.00

7 202 3 Ea Inlet Removed $ 500.00 $ 1,500.00

8 202 725 Sq Yds Pavement Removed $ 10.00 $ 7,250.00

9 203 100 Cu Yds Excavation $ 35.00 $ 3,500.00

10 203 100 Cu Yds Embankment $ 35.00 $ 3,500.00

11 204 950 SqYds Subgrade Compact $ 5.00 $ 4,750.00

12 204 5 Hr Proof Rolling $ 200.00 $ 1,000.00

13 254 1485 Sq Yds Pavement Planing, Asphalt Concrete $ 3.00 $ 4,455.00

14 301 155 CuYds Asphalt Concrete Base $ 250.00 $ 38,750.00

15 304 155 CuYds Aggregate Base $ 50.00 S 7,750.00

16 448 110 Cu Yds Asphalt Concrete Intermediate $ 200.00 $ 22,000.00

17 448 110 Cu Yds Asphalt Concrete Surlàce $ 200.00 $ 22,000.00

18 608 9100 Sq Ft 5” Concrete Walk $ 7.50 $ 68,250.00

19 608 6 Ea Curb Ramp $ 750.00 $ 4,500.00

20 609 1200 Lin ft Concrete Curb, Type 5-1 S 20.00 $ 24,000.00

21 611 75 Lin Ft 12” Conduit, Type B $ 200.00 $ 15,000.00

22 61 1 4 Ea CI, Combination Inlet $ 5,000.00 $ 20,000.00

23 614 1 Lump Sum Maintaining Traffic $ 10,000.00 $ 10,000.00

24 627 2925 Sq Ft Concrete Driveway, 7” $ 10.00 $ 29,250.00

25 630 1 Lump Sum Signage $ 2,500.00 $ 2,500.00

26 644 1 Lump Sum Pavement Markings $ 5,000.00 $ 5,000.00

27 653 40 Cu Yds Topsoil furnished & Placed, Soil Mix A $ 50.00 $ 2,000.00

28 659 350 SqYds Seeding and Mulching $ 1.50 $ 525.00
Total $ 352,590.00

Design (10%) $ 35,000.00
CM (10%) $ 35,000.00

Subtotal $ 422,590.00

2017 NBDIP -$20,000
ftinds
Total S402,590.OO

Assumptions:

1. 6” aggregate, 6” asphalt concrete, 1.5” intermediate, 1.5” surface *J\j1 prices provided by DOTE.
i. IO oeaW_ o Vvuv’ A.



April 10, 2018

Mr. Bertsch,

On behalf of the Sayler Park Village Council, I acknowledge that our membership is fully aware of the
proposed Improvements to Twain Ave. project that is being submitted for consideration in the NBDIP
grant process. Detailed plans were presented at our April 2, 2018 council meeting.

Respectfully,

Amanda Flick
Recording Secretary, Sayler Park Village Council



April 10, 2018

Mr. Bertsch,

On behalf of the Sayler Park Business DistrictCommittee (partof the Sayler Park Village Council), I

acknowledge thatourcommittee isfully aware of the proposed Twain Ave. Improvements projectthat

is beingsubmitted forconsideration in the NBDIP grant process.

Re s

Ellen Gerard
Chair, Sayler Park Business District Committee



IMPROVEMENTS TO TWAIN AVE

Letters of Support

Sayler Park Village Council
Sayler Park Business District Committee

Buddha Barn Thai Bistro
Gracely Event Center
Gracely Food Mart
Gracely Goods
Maloney Real Estate Group (EXP Realty)
Parkland Theatre & Entertainment Center
Sayler Park Ace Hardware
Sayler Park Chiropractic
Warsaw Federal Savings & Loan



April 10, 2018

Mr. Bertsch,

On behalf of the Sayler Park Village Council, I am writing to express our support of the Twain Ave.
Improvements project proposal, submitted for NBDIP consideration.

The proposal was unanimously approved (25 for, 0 opposed) by the voting members in attendance at
our April 2, 2018 meeting.

Please feel free to contact me for any reason, if necessary.

Thank you,

Amanda Flick

Recording Secretary, Sayler Park Village Council



April 10, 2018

Mr. Bertsch,

On behalf of the Sayler Park Business District Committee (partof the Sayler Park Village Council), I

acknowledge thatourcommittee isfullyaware of the proposedTwainAve. Improvements projectthat

is being submitted forconsideration in the NBDIP grant process.

Respectfully,

Ellen Gerard
Chair, Sayler Park Business District Committee
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Warsaw Federal

6570 Gracely Drive
April 12, 2018 Cincinnati, Ohio 45233

Mr Robert Bertsch, Economic Development DMsion Manager
Department of Community & Economic Development
805 Central Avenue, Suite 710
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202

Dear Mr. Bertsch:

I am the Vice President of Retail Operations for the Warsaw Federal Savings and Loan,
Assoc. at 6570 Gracely Dr., Cincinnati, OH 45233 and support the Improvements to
Twain Ave.. project in the Sayter Park neighborhood business district Warsaw Federal
Savings and Loan, Assoc. has full-time or full-time equivalent (FTE)
employees and, if this project is funded, wIll create

______

new jobs within one year.

My commitment to this project consists of the following: (check alt that apply)

Financial involvement in the amount of $

_________________

Permission for easement

On-going maintenance of improvements with $

________________

annually.

I Volunteer tIme (estimated number of hours)

Support of the Village Council and the Department of
Transportation & Engineerings (DOTEs) plans for improving Twain
Ave. between Parktand Ave. & River Rd.

Other. Please specify.

Sincerely,

\\



April 12, 2018

1266

Mr. Robert Bertsch, Economic Development Division Manager
Department of Community & Economic Development
805 Central Avenue, Suite 710
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202

Dear Mr. Bertsch:

I own the Gracely Event Center at 6558 Gracely Dr., Cincinnati, OH 45233 and support

the Improvements to Twain Ave. project in the Sayler Park neighborhood business

district. Gracely Event Center has I full-time or full-time equivalent fETE)

employees and, if this project is funded, will create 3 new jobs within one year.

My commitment to this project consists of the following: (check all that apply)

Financial involvement in the amount of $

_________________

Permission for easement.

On-going maintenance of improvements with $

________________

annually.

Volunteer time (estimated number of hours)

Support of the Village Council and the Department of
Transportation & Engineering’s (DOTE’s) plans for improving Twain
Ave. between Parkland Ave. & River Rd.

Other. Please specify.

Contact: Donna Hoitman
513-678-4241 donna@grace1yeventcenter.com

gracelyeventcenter.com (coming soon)

CHAPEL VILLAGE
Gwctj-&cnt Cceivj I



Mr. Robert Bertsch, Economic Development Division Manager
Department of Community & Economic Development
805 Central Avenue, Suite 710
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202

Dear Mr. Bertsch:

I own the Gracely Goods at 113 Twain Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45233 and support the

Improvements to Twain Ave. project in the Sayler Park neighborhood business

district. Gracely Goods has I full-time or full-time equivalent (FTE) employees

and, if this project is funded, will create I new jobs within one year.

My commitment to this project consists of the following: (check all that apply)

Financial involvement in the amount of $

_______________________

Permission for easement.

On-going maintenance of improvements with $

_______________

annually.

_____

Volunteer time (estimated number of hours) 5O

_____

Support of the Village Council and the Department of
Transportation & Engineering’s (DOTE’s) plans for improving Twain
Ave. between Parkiand Ave. & River Rd.

Other. Please specify.

1 13TWAINAVENUE. GINCINNATI.OHIO 45233 .513-678-4241

WWW.GRACELYGOODS.COM

INFO@GRACELYGOODS.COM FACEBOOK.COM/GRACELYGOODS

April 12, 2018
iR\Cftit S 1.J\’lN 1)Lt..R. (l11’S GAIH[RINGS



April 12, 2018

Mr. Robert Bertsch, Economic Development Division Manager
Department of Community & Economic Development
805 Central Avenue, Suite 710
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202

Dear Mr. Bertsch:

I own the Vacant Lot at 6590 Gracely Dr., Cincinnati, OH 45233 and support the

Improvements to Twain Ave. project in the Sayler Park neighborhood business

district. I believe additional parking in the business district would increase the potential

of a new business being established in this location.

My commitment to this project consists of the following: (check all that apply)

Financial involvement in the amount of $

_________________

Permission for easement.

On-going maintenance of improvements with $

________________

annually.

Volunteer time (estimated number of hours)

_________________

Support of the Village Council and the Department of
Transportation & Engineering’s (DOTE’s) plans for improving Twain
Ave. between Parkland Ave. & River Rd.

Other. Please specify.

Sin ely,



April 12, 2018

Mr. Robert Bertsch, Economic Development Division Manager
Department of Community & Economic Development
805 Central Avenue, Suite 710
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202

Dear Mr. Bertsch:

I own the Sayler Park Chiropractic at 6581 Gracely Dr., Cincinnati, OH 45233 and

support the Improvements to Twain Ave. project in the Sayler Park neighborhood

business district. Saylet Park Chiropractic has / full-time or full-time equivalent

(FTE) employees and, if this project is funded, will create 0 new jobs within one

year.

My commitment to this project consists of the following: (check all that apply)

Financial involvement in the amount of $

_________________

Permission for easement.

On-going maintenance of improvements with $

________________

annually.

Volunteer time (estimated number of hours)

Support of the Village Council and the Department of
Transportation & Engineering’s (DOTE’s) plans for improving Twain
Ave. between Parkland Ave. & River Rd.

Other. Please specify.

Sincerely,



April 12, 2018

Mr. Robert Bertsch, Economic Development Division Manager
Department of Community & Economic Development
805 Central Avenue, Suite 710
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202

Dear Mr. Bertsch:

I own the EXP Realty at 6557 Gracely Dr., Cincinnati, OH 45233 and support the

Improvements to Twain Ave. project in the Sayler Park neighborhood business

district. EXP Realty has full-time or full-time equivalent (FTE) employees and,

if this project is funded, will create

_______

new jobs within one year.

My commitment to this project consists of the following: (check all that apply)

Financial involvement in the amount of $

_________________

Permission for easement.

On-going maintenance of improvements with $

________________

annually.

Volunteer time (estimated number of hours)

____________

Support of the Village Council and the Department of
Transportation & Engineering’s (DOTE’s) plans for improving Twain
Ave. between Parkland Ave. & River Rd.

Other. Please specify.

Sincerely,

//



April 12, 2018

Mr. Robert Bertsch, Economic Development Division Manager
Department of Community & Economic Development
805 Central Avenue, Suite 710
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202

Dear Mr. Bertsch:

I own the Buddha Barn Thai Bistro at 6625 Gracely Dr., Cincinnati, OH 45233 and

support the Improvements to Twain Ave. project in the Sayler Park neighborhood

business district. Buddha Barn Thai Bistro has

________

full-time or full-time equivalent

(FIE) employees and, if this project is funded, will create

______

new jobs within one

year.

My commitment to this project consists of the following: (check all that apply)

Financial involvement in the amount of $

_________________

Permission for easement.

On-going maintenance of improvements with $

________________

annually.

/
Volunteer time (estimated number of hours)

_____

Support of the Village Council and the Department of
Transportation & Engineering’s (DOTE’s) plans for improving Twain
Ave. between Parkland Ave. & River Rd.

Other. Please specify.

Sincerely,

/



April 12, 2018

Mr. Robert Bertsch, Economic Development Division Manager
Department of Community & Economic Development
805 Central Avenue, Suite 710
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202

Dear Mr. Bertsch:

I own the Sayler Park Ace Hardware at 6571 Gracely Dr., Cincinnati, OH 45233 and

support the Improvements to Twain Ave. project in the Sayler Park neighborhood

business district. Sayler Park Ace Hardware has

________

full-time or full-time

equivalent (FTE) employees and, if this project is funded, will create

______

new jobs

within one year.

My commitment to this project consists of the following: (check all that apply)

_____

Financial involvement in the amount of $

_________________

Permission for easement.

On-going maintenance of improvements with $

________________

annually.

_____

Volunteer time (estimated number of hours)

____________

_____

Support of the Village Council and the Department of
Transportation & Engineering’s (DOTE’s) plans for improving Twain
Ave. between Parkiand Ave. & Rivet Rd.

Other. Please specify.



April 12, 2018

Mr. Robert Bertsch, Economic Development Division Manager
Department of Community & Economic Development
805 Central Avenue, Suite 710
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202

Dear Mr. Bertsch:

I own the Parkland Theatre & Entertainment Center at 6548 Parkland Ave., Cincinnati,
OH 45233 and support the Improvements to Twain Ave. project in the Sayler Papk
neighborhood business district. Parkland Theatre & Entertainment Center has 2(
full-time or full-time equivalent (FTE) employees and, if this project is funded, wiWcreate

______

new jobs within one year. idj 1

My commitment to this project consists of the following: (check all that apply)

Financial involvement in the amount of

V Permission for easement.

On-going maintenance of improvements with $

_________________

annually.

_____

Volunteer time (estimated number of hours)

____________

V’ Support of the Village Council and the Department of
Transportation & Engineering’s (DOTE’s) plans for improving Twain
Ave. between Parkland Ave. & River Rd.

Other. Please specify.

Sincerely,

1oo



April 12, 2018

Mr. Robert Bertsch, Economic Development Division Manager
Department of Community & Economic Development
805 Central Avenue, Suite 710
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202

Dear Mr. Bertsch:

I own the Gracely Food Mart at 6615 Gracely Dr., Cincinnati, OH 45233 and support the

Improvements to Twain Ave. project in the Sayler Park neighborhood business

district. Gracely Food Mart has “2, full-time or full-time equivalent fETE)

employees and, if this project is funded, will create 2— new jobs within one year.

My commitment to this project consists of the following: (check all that apply)

_____

Financial involvement in the amount of $

_________________
_____

Permission for easement.

_____

On-going maintenance of improvements with $

_________________

annually.

/

______

Volunteer time (estimated number of hours)

_____________
_____

Support of the Village Council and the Department of
Transportation & Engineering’s (DOTE’s) plans for improving Twain
Ave. between Parkiand Ave. & River Rd.

_____

Other. Please specify.

Sincerely,



_____________
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